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HPPECANOE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 

JULY 3, 2006 

The Tippecanoe County Commissioners met on Monday, July 3, 2006 at 10:00 AM. in the Tippecanoe Room in the County Ofýce 
Building. Commissioners present were: President John L. Knochel, Vice President Ruth B. Shedd, and Member KD Benson. Also present 
were: Auditor Robert A. Plantenga, Commissioners’ Assistant Jennifer Weston, County Attorney David W. Luhman, and Secretary Pauline 
E. Rohr. , 

President Knochel called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

0 Commissioner Shedd moved to approve the Minutes of the June 19, 2006 Regular Meeting as distributed, seconded by Commissioner 
Benson; motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS PA YABLE VOUCHERS 

0 Upon the recommendation of Commissioners' Assistant Jennifer Weston, Commissioner Benson moved to approve the Accounts 
Payable Vouchers through July 3, 2006 with no exceptions, seconded by Commissioner Shedd. 

Auditor Plantenga took exception to some of the reimbursement amounts submitted on a voucher by Diane Hawkins for attendance at a 
conference in Chicago from 6/11/2006 through 6/ 16/2006. 

1. Mrs. Hawkins told Auditor Plantenga that her husband brought her to the conference on 6/11/06, returned home on 6/ 12/06, 
returned to Chicago on 6/ 15/06, and returned home on 6/ 16/06. Although Mrs. Hawkins requested reimbursement for four (4) 
tn'ps, it is Auditor Plantenga’s opinion that she should only be reimbursed for the two (2) trips she was on. He conceded that this 
reduced parking fees but said county funds should not be paid to a non-county employee for “dropping off” a county employee and 
returning home. 

2. From the food receipts and speaking with Mrs. Hawkins, Auditor Plantenga said Mrs. Hawkins’ husband stayed overnight on 
6/11/06. According to the County’s Travel Allowance Policy, “If a non-governmental person shares the room the County will pay 
80% of the double occupancy room rate”, but Mrs. Hawkins submitted 100% of the double occupancy room rate. Auditor 
Plantenga recommended paying only 80% for 6/11 and 100% for 6/ 12, 6/ 13, and 6/ 14. 

3. Internet access fees were charged on 6/ 12 and 6/ 14, but Auditor Plantenga said the Travel Policy states “No reimbursement of in 
room services shall be reimbursed to the employee”. 

4. Auditor Plantenga noted that a room service charge and a daily food reimbursement in excess of $25 per day were removed or 
reduced per request of the Auditor’s Ofýce. 

President Knochel observed that, looking at the room charge of $244.65 for each of the four nights, it would appear there was not an extra 
charge for the additional person in the room on 6/11. Auditor Plantenga responded that the Policy is the double occupancy room rate and 
normally the amount is the same if there is one bed or double occupancy. He said he is not suggesting Mrs. Hawkins should pick up an 
extra charge, but the Policy says the County will pay 80% of the room rate if the room} is shared with a non-governmental person. 

Commissioner Benson asked the Auditor if he requested the amount of the double occupancy room rate from the hotel. He responded he 
did not call the hotel. Commissioner Benson pointed out that the ýrst paragraph under Lodging in the Policy states “If an employee attends 
a conference, the county will pay 100% of the conference room rate”. 

President Knochel acknowledged that Commissioners’ Assistant Weston called the hotel and asked her to report the amount of the double 
occupancy room rate. Mrs. Weston reported speaking with the service desk person and also checked on-line and the hotel did not 
differentiate between one and two persons. She said it seems that if you consider this the double occupancy room rate that it should be the 
80% for every night or its a single room rate because they (the hotel) have one standard room rate. 

Commissioner Shedd said this is an awkward situation because of the way the Policy is written and wondered when it was last updated. She 
thinks internet access and phone usage were not considered at the time the Policy was last revised. She said she would like to pay the 
Voucher and consider a revised Policy at the next Commissioners’ meeting. 

Auditor Plantenga interjected that the Travel Policy was completely revised approximately two years ago. Mrs. Weston responded that it 
was revised in 2002. Commissioner Shedd said she favors paying this Voucher and changing the Policy to meet the criteria as of today for 
hotel room occupancy, intcmet access and phones. Auditor Plantenga said paying internet access for Mrs. Hawkins may be permissible 
since she is the MITS’ Director, but he thinks only 80% of the room bill should be paid for 6/11. 

0 Since there was no further discussion, the motion to approve the Vouéhers with no exceptions carried. 

HIGH WA Y: T rafþe Supervisor Mike Parks 

Ordinance 2006-11-CM: Second Reading: Altering Trafýc Controls at Intersections(First Reading 6/16/06) 

Ordinance 2006-11-CM will appear in its entirety in the Ordinance and Resolution Book in the County Auditor’s Ofýce. 

Mr. Parks read his recommendations for the following trafýc signage changes: 

' Installation of a 30” High Intensity Stop sign on 575 E at 430 S 
- Replacement of the existing Yield sign with a 30” High Intensity Stop sign on 430 S at Newcastle Road 
' Replacement of the existing Yield sign with a 30” High Intensity Stop sign on 800 E at Wyandotte Road 

0 Commissioner Shedd moved to approve Ordinance 2006-11-CM on second reading, seconded by Commissioner Benson. 

Commissioner Benson asked Mr. Parks if there were cements from concerned citizens regarding this ordinance. He responded the 

Highway Department received no calls. 

Auditor Plantenga recorded the vote: 

John Knochel Yes 
Ruth Shedd Yes 
KD Benson Yes 

0 The motion to approve Ordinance 2006-11-CM passed 3 — 0 on second and ýnal reading. 












